
Me and My World – Year 1
Overview: The children will start by considering the people, pets and places that are 
important in their world. The children will compare collage artists.  Each child will 
create a collage of pictures and images creating a silhouette of themselves. (A 
Portrait of Me). The children will learn about portraiture and artists, drawing and 
painting  a portrait of  their head teacher under teacher guidance. They will draw a 
portrait of themselves, applying the knowledge and techniques they have already 
learnt.

Visual Language: artist, drawing, painting, pencil, colour, direction, portrait, self-
portrait, shapes, lines, space/ place, page, paper 

Skills evident throughout: 
• Respond to ideas and starting points, exploring and collecting visual information. 
• Explore ideas and collect visual information
• Explore different methods and materials as ideas develop



Hannah Hoch 1889-1978 A German artist who is best 
known for her special collage work using a technique 
called ‘photomontage’. Photomontage is a a way of 
making a new picture from two or more photographs, 
by cutting them up and rearranging them in a different 
way. Hannah’s collages tried to show us a different way 
to think about the roles of women and men in society.

Romare Bearden  – was an American 
Afro- Caribbean artist who was born in 
Harlem New York in 1911. He lived with 
his grandparents and a neighbour
taught him to draw. He worked hard at 
school went to college and became a 
successful artist and music producer 
too.  

Kurt Schwitters (below) is 
considered to be ‘The King of 
Collage’. Schwitters is credited 
with being the first to do 
it. Schwitters collected his 
materials from the streets of 
Berlin. He used  old bus tickets, 
receipts and newspapers.

Collage Artists



This portrait is by an American artist called Derek 
Gores. He recycles magazines and papers to create 
pictures. If you look really carefully you will see that 
the pieces of paper he uses say important things 
about the boy.



(left) Nigerian female artist 
Chinwe Chukwuogo-Roy won a 
competition to paint this 
portrait of the queen in 2002. 

Marilyn 
Monroe 
Orange by 
Andy Warhol

Mona Lisa 
by Leonardo de Vinci

Femme au Chapeau
by Henri Matisse

Examples of Portraits



Alison Lambert

Examples of Self portraits

Vincent Van Gogh Frida Kahlo Pablo Picasso

Talk about colour, differences and similarities, light and dark tones. Consider the different mediums 
used.
What do you think the artists were feeling about themselves?
Can you talk about the differences between the pictures?



Lesson 1 – Introduction to the project.  Creating a collage of My 
World. 

Look at examples of collage, and discuss the items that have been 
used. What are the people and things that are important to 
them?. What differences can you see in the artists work? (images 
provided)

Children will be given a piece of A3 paper. Teacher will 
demonstrated how to tear, cut and arrange their images. The 
children will then do this themselves, before being shown how to 
stick each piece down carefully so that there are no loose edges.. 
Any gaps can be filled with coloured tissue paper. Once complete, 
children will work in pairs or with a teacher/TA and be shown 
how to draw their silhouette onto the collage.
Skills:
• Use a combination of material that are cut, torn and glued.
• Sort and arrange materials
• Describe the work of notable artists, artisans and designers
• Use some of the ideas of artists studied to create pieces.



Lesson 2: – Let’s move on to portraits.  Drawing a portrait

Children will be introduced to a number of portrait painters. 
focus on, ‘Mona Lisa – de Vinci, The Queen by Chinwe 
Chukwuogo-Roy, Marilyn Monroe Orange by Andy Warhol, 
Femme au Chapeau by Henri Matisse. They will discuss their 
differences and similarities, what they like and dislike about each 
portrait. Children will be given a piece of A4 paper. Children will 
be guided how to draw a portrait of their Head Teacher, 
considering  dimensions of face and positioning of facial features. 
Children will be encouraged to observe carefully the shapes and 
size of facial features and reminded that a portrait is the face and 
shoulders of the model/person.

Skills:
• Draw lines of different sizes and thicknesses
• Describe the work of notable artists, artisans and 

designers.



Teacher will demonstrate to children how to use colouring pencils to 
complete drawings. Guide children to use pencils to create tones. 
Use examples provided to observe the colours and line work

Lesson 3: Complete a portrait – adding colour

Skills:
• Draw lines of different sizes and 

thicknesses
• Colour (own work) neatly 

following the lines
• Show pattern and texture by 

adding dots and lines
• Show different tones by using 

colouring pencils



Lesson 4: A self-portrait. 

Children will look at self-portraits of famous artists, focussing on: Frida Kahlo, Pablo Picasso,  Vincent Van 
Gogh and Alison Lambert
Children will recap the  positioning of facial features when drawing a portrait and and apply this knowledge 
to a self portrait. Children will be given a piece of A4 paper.  Using mirrors they will study their own faces 
looking at the shape of  their faces and features. Teacher to demonstrate own self portrait. Children will  use 
oil pastels to colour eyes, lips, hair and shoulder details, before using a skin colour.

Skills;

• Draw lines of different sizes and thicknesses
• Colour (own work) neatly following the lines
• Show pattern and texture by adding dots and lines
• Use some of the ideas of artists studied to create pieces. 



Lesson 5:- Printing a back ground

Children will be given a piece of A3 paper. Using printing blocks, textured 
materials and shapes, children will create a ‘wallpaper’  background for their 
portraits. Allow time for experimenting and play with printing materials. 
Children will cut around their portraits and stick them onto background when 
dry.

Skills:
• Use repeating or overlapping 

shapes
• Mimic print from the 

environment (e.g wallpapers)
• Use objects to create prints (eg.

Fruit, blocks, bubble wrap)



References:

The BP Portrait Award is an annual portraiture competition held at The National Portrait Gallery in London. It is the most 

important portrait prize in the world.  This year it runs from 13 June to 20 October. The Brighton based artist Charlie 
Schaffer won first prize this year. It tours to other venues in the UK. 

Resources:
Cartridge paper - £29.94 (170gsm A3 500pk)  https://www.tts-group.co.uk/cartridge-paper-170gsm-a3-

500pk/DCHD170A3.html

Oil crayons - £7.19 (assorted 50pk) 

https://www.tts-group.co.uk/pentel-oil-pastels-assorted-50pk/AR02740.html

Black sugar paper - https://www.tts-group.co.uk/sugar-paper-

250pk/1000075.html#q=black%2Bsugar%2Bpaper&searchType=simple-search&start=1

Brusho https://www.tts-group.co.uk/brusho-ink-powders-assorted-15g-pots/1000201.html

Acrylic Paint https://www.tts-group.co.uk/acrylic-paint-assorted-500ml-6pk/1000200.html

Print stamps can be made simply using a piece of wood and a foam shape like these https://www.tts-

group.co.uk/search/?q=foam&prefn1=ProductType&prefv1=1000146 Sponges, pieces of bubble wrap, pine cones can all 

be used effectively

Colouring pencils– https://www.tts-group.co.uk/staedtler-colouring-pencils-assorted-288pk/1012419.html?cgid=Primary-

Art_Craft_--_Design-Drawing These pencils are good quality and should only be used for Art lessons.

Glue

Photocopied pictures of the children, school staff, family members, pets. 

Derek Gores https://derekgores.com/about/

Romare Bearden https://beardenfoundation.org/timeline/

https://www.tts-group.co.uk/cartridge-paper-170gsm-a3-500pk/DCHD170A3.html
https://www.tts-group.co.uk/pentel-oil-pastels-assorted-50pk/AR02740.html
https://www.tts-group.co.uk/sugar-paper-250pk/1000075.html
https://www.tts-group.co.uk/brusho-ink-powders-assorted-15g-pots/1000201.html
https://www.tts-group.co.uk/acrylic-paint-assorted-500ml-6pk/1000200.html
https://www.tts-group.co.uk/search/?q=foam&prefn1=ProductType&prefv1=1000146
https://www.tts-group.co.uk/staedtler-colouring-pencils-assorted-288pk/1012419.html?cgid=Primary-Art_Craft_--_Design-Drawing
https://derekgores.com/about/
https://beardenfoundation.org/timeline/


Please feel free to contact us with any questions:

Liz Smith - mrselizabethjane@gmail.com

Laura John – laura.john7@aol.co.uk

Lesley Whelan - lesley.whelan1@gmail.com

You can also find us on:

Twitter: @realartteam https://twitter.com/realartteam

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/realartteam/

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/realartteam/

https://twitter.com/realartteam
https://www.facebook.com/realartteam/
https://www.instagram.com/realartteam/

