
	 1	

	
Rhymes	to	inspire	and	stories	to	grow	on:	22	October	2021	

	
Hilary	Minns	

	
I	hope	I	was	able	to	share	some	ideas	for	using	rhymes	and	stories	to	promote	
young	children's	learning	during	our	morning	session.	
	
My	email	is:	hilary.minns@outlook.com	and	you	are	welcome	to	contact	me	if	you	
want	to	share	your	storytelling	experiences	or	ask	any	questions.	
	
Here	are	the	story	books	I	mentioned:	
	
Brown,	R.	(1981)	The	Dark	Dark	Tale.	Andersen	Press.	
Burningham,	J.	(1978)	Mr.	Gumpy's	Outing.	Puffin	Books.	
Galdone,	P.	(1968)	Henny	Penny.	Clarion	Press.	
Hutchins,	P.	(1970)	Rosie's	Walk	Puffin	Books.	
Manning-Sanders,	R.	(1982)	The	Book	of	Giants.	Methuen		
Ross,	T.	(1983)	The	Three	Pigs.	Arrow	Books.	
Wade,	B.	(1994)	I	Spy.	Collins	Pathways	
Wilde,	O.	(1978)	The	Selfish	Giant.	Puffin	Books.	
Zemach,	M.	(1986)	The	Little	Red	Hen.	Puffin	Books	
	
Mary	Medlicott's	latest	book	Storytelling	and	Story-Reading	in	the	Early	
Years:	How	to	Tell	and	Read	Stories	to	Young	Children	is	a	splendid	resource	
for	those	of	us	who	maintain	that	stories	lie	at	the	heart	of	young	children’s	
learning.	
	
(See	Mary	Medlicott's	website	for	details	on	how	to	order	this	book	for	your	
setting:	www.storyworks.org.uk)	

 
	
Here	is	a	useful	story	opener:	
It's	storytime...it's	storytime...SSSH...listen	
	
Here	are	the	oral	stories	and	ideas	I	shared	with	you.		
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Mrs	Wiggle	and	Mrs	Waggle	
(I	think	you	can	remember	this	one!)	
	
The	Sea	Chant		
"The	sea	is	dark	and	the	sea	is	wide...the	sea	has	lots	of	things	inside...ssh...listen".	
Take	the	first	prop	out	of	your	bag	and	ask	the	children	what	it	is	called	and	what	
sound	it	makes.	This	is	a	cumulative	story	with	the	addition	of	each	sea	creature,	
so	put	each	one	in	a	line	as	you	show	them	and	repeat	each	of	their	names	as	you	
progress	through	the	chant.	Clap	the	rhythm,	put	your	finger	to	your	lips	for	'ssh'	
and	cup	your	ears	to	indicate	listening.		
	
Make	a	collection	of	props*	eg.	an	octopus,	a	dolphin,	a	lobster,	a	fish	and	repeat	
the	chant	over	and	over	again.	
	
*look	in	charity	shops	for	a	range	of	props.	
	
This	chant	also	works	well	as	the	Jungle	Chant.	
	
The	Magic	Car	
(	I	am	indebted	to	Mary	Medlicott	who	first	shared	this	story	with	my	students.	
The	story	is	based	on	the	well-known	folktale,	The	Magic	Pencil.)	
	
One day a boy found a little toy car on the side of the road. He picked it up 
and was very surprised when the car said, ‘I’m magic! All you’ve got to do is 
say the words, vroom vroom.’ 
 
So the boy said vroom vroom and the car got bigger and the boy got in. 
When he said vroom vroom again, the car started driving itself. The boy felt 
very excited. 
 
After a while, the magic car stopped. Beside the road was a girl who was 
crying. ‘What’s wrong?’ said the boy in the car. ‘My kite is caught in the tree,’ 
said the girl. ‘I’ll never get it back.’ 
 
‘Wait!’ said the boy in the car. ‘I’ll see if my magic car can fly.’ So he said the 
magic words, vroom vroom, and his car went up in the sky. The boy grabbed 
the kite from the top of the tree, came down and gave it back to the girl. 
‘Thank you, magic car,’ said the girl. 
 
The boy and the car went on their way. After a while, they came to the sea. 
Beside the sea was a fisherman looking very upset. He said, ‘The wind has 
blown my boat away. I’ll never be able to get it back.’ 
 
‘Wait!’ said the boy in the car. ‘I’ll see if my magic car can sail. So he said the 
magic words, vroom vroom, and his car sailed out to sea. He grabbed the 
boat and brought it back. ‘Thanks, magic car,’ said the fisherman. 
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The boy and the car went on their way.  
Soon they came to a farm. The farmer looked upset. ‘My plough has broken,’ 
the farmer said. ‘I can’t dig my land.’  
 
‘Wait!’ said the boy in the car. ‘I’ll see if my magic car can dig. So he said the 
magic words, vroom vroom, and his car put down spades and dug the whole 
field. ‘Thanks,’ said the farmer. 
 
The boy and the car went on their way. Soon they were stopped by some 
soldiers who grabbed the boy and put him in jail. The king of that country 
wanted to get hold of the magic car and wanted to know how to work it. When 
the boy was locked up, he waited awhile, then shouted out the words, vroom 
vroom.  
 
When	he	looked	through	the	bars	of	his	cell,	the	boy	saw	his	magic	car	coming.	It	
stopped	outside,	turned	on	its	lights	and	melted	a	hole	in	the	side	of	the	jail.	The	
boy	climbed	out	and	they	drove	away.	When	the	soldiers	chased	them,	the	boy	
said,	vroom	vroom,	the	car	dug	a	hole	and	the	soldiers	fell	in.	The	boy	was	safe	
and	he	and	the	car	lived	happily	ever	after.		
	
The	Dark	Dark	Wood	
(This	chant	is	based	on	Mary	Medlicott's	retelling	of	Ruth	Brown's	book	The	
Dark	Dark	Tale)	

Clap along with the chant and use your face and voice to add expression. You decide 
what is in the box – a magic key, a mouse... or let the children decide). 

Once upon a time there was a dark dark wood. 
In the dark dark wood, there was a dark dark path. 
Along the dark dark path, there was a dark dark gate. 
(Shall we go in through the gate?) 

Behind the dark dark gate was a dark dark garden.  
In the dark dark garden, there was a dark dark house.  
In the dark dark house, there was a dark dark door.  
(Shall we go in through the door?) 

Behind the dark dark door, there was a dark dark hall.  
Along the dark dark hall, there was a dark dark room.  
In the dark dark room, there was a dark dark box.  
(Shall we open it up?) 

Oh my goodness! What was that? 

	
The	Two	Friends	
There	were	once	two	boys	who	lived	in	a	small	village	in	Germany.	They	were	
called	Stephan	and	Roland.	Every	day	they	walked	to	school	together.	They	sat	
together	in	class	and	always	shared	their	lunch.		
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Every	afternoon	they	walked	home	from	school	together	across	a	big	open	field.	
There	was	one	big	tree	growing	in	the	middle	of	the	field	and	one	day	the	boys	
stopped	there	for	a	rest.		
	
Roland	asked	Stephan,	"Will	you	always	be	my	friend?"		
"Yes,"	said	Stephan.	"We	do	everything	together,	don't	we?"	
	
Suddenly,	Roland	saw	a	huge	bear	lumbering	across	the	field.	Quick	as	a	flash,	he	
climbed	up	the	big	tree	and	got	right	to	the	top.		
	
"What	are	you	doing?"	asked	Stephan	-	and	then	Stephan	saw	the	bear.	He	was	
too	late	to	climb	the	tree.	"I	know,"	he	thought,	"I'll	lie	down	and	pretend	I'm	
dead,	then	perhaps	the	bear	will	leave	me	alone."	Stephan	felt	the	ground	shake	
as	the	huge	bear	got	closer	and	closer,	then	it	bent	down	and	whispered	
something	in	Stephan's	right	ear,	and	then	it	whispered	something	in	his	left	ear.	
To	Stephan's	surprise,	the	bear	then	lumbered	away	into	the	woods.		
	
Roland	climbed	down	from	the	tree	and	Stephan	sat	up.	"Did	that	bear	talk	to	
you?"	asked	Roland.	
	
"Yes".	
	
"What	did	it	say?"	asked	Roland.	
	
"It	told	me	never	to	trust	anyone	who	says	he's	your	friend	but	then	runs	off	at	
the	first	sign	of	danger	and	doesn't	help	you."	
	
The	two	boys	walked	back	home	in	silence.		
	
Rosie's	Walk	
I	talked	about	some	important	reading	lessons	that	are	generated	by	this	
storybook:	
	
There	is	an	author	-	make	a	display	of	other	books	by	Pat	Hutchins	and	share	
these	together.	
There	is	a	dedication.	("to	Wendy	and	Stephen")	Talk	about	the	way	authors	
dedicate	their	stories	to	special	people	in	their	lives.	
Who	is	the	publisher?	What	does	this	mean?	(you	can	use	this	in	the	books	your	
children	write:	eg.	'Published	by	St.	Gregory's")	
Print	goes	from	left	to	right	
Page	turns	go	from	left	to	right	
There	is	a	strong	link	between	the	text	and	the	illustrations	(children	need	to	
understand	how	these	are	related	in	order	to	understand	the	story	-	the	fox	is	
never	mentioned	in	the	text)	
Phonic	patterns	in	the	text	that	you	can	draw	on:	eg.	initial	sounds,	c-v-c-	words	
(hen,	fox)		
Opportunities	for	emphasising	the	use	of	prepositions	(around,	past,	under	etc)	
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There	is	also	a	lot	of	mileage	in	creating	a	story	map	of	this	story	(on	the	wall,	or	
physically	on	a	table,	with	the	phrases	written	out,	so	the	children	can	trace	
Rosie's	walk).		
	
Share	another	well-known	story	about	a	hen	-	eg.	The	Little	Red	Hen.	Here	is	
my	version	of	the	story	with	an	accompanying	rhyme,	and	some	ideas	for	using	
both	the	story	and	the	rhyme.		
	
I	went	into	the	baker’s	shop	
To	buy	a	loaf	of	bread,	bread,	bread,	
He	wrapped	it	in	a	five-pound	note	
And	this	is	what	he	said,	said,	said…	
My	name	is	I	doe	I	doe	
Wee	Willy	Whiskers	
Chinese	chopsticks,	
Merci.	
	
Chant	the	rhyme	to	the	children	(if	you	can,	learn	it	by	heart	so	you	can	keep	eye	
contact	with	the	group)	or	write	it	up	on	a	whiteboard	or	a	large	piece	of	paper,	
so	the	children	can	see	the	words.	Chant	or	read	the	rhyme	over	and	over	again,	
encouraging	the	children	to	join	in	or	to	take	over	the	reading	from	you.	Mime	
the	actions	as	you	go	along:	swing	your	arms	as	you	walk	into	the	baker's	shop	
and	wrap	up	the	bread.	You	could	show	the	children	a	five-pound	note	and	
explain	that	many	years	ago	these	notes	were	much	bigger	and	so	you	would	
have	been	able	to	use	one	to	wrap	a	loaf	in.		
	
	
Use	the	rhyme	and	rhythm	
As	you	read,	emphasise	the	rhyme	and	the	repeated	words:	said	and	bread.	
Pause	just	before	these	two	repeated	words	and	encourage	the	children	to	
anticipate	the	rhyme	and	join	in	with	you.	
	
The	second	four	lines	introduce	a	different	rhythm,	with	an	emphasis	on	these	
words	or	syllables:	name,	I,	Wee,	Whis,	Chin,	chop,	and	Mer.	It	is	worth	practising	
these	lines	before	you	say	them	with	the	children,	so	you	feel	confident.	
	
Play	with	language	
The	lines	"I	doe,	I	doe,	Wee	Willy	Whiskers,	Chinese	chopsticks,	Merci"	make	no	
sense	but	are	great	fun	to	say	aloud.	Chant	them	over	and	over	again	with	the	
children	and	enjoy	the	sounds	together.	Explain	that	'merci'	is	French	for	'Thank	
you'.		
	
Make	a	shop	
If	you	can,	take	the	children	to	a	local	bakery	to	look	at	the	different	kinds	of	
bread	on	sale.	Turn	a	corner	of	your	room	into	a	baker's	shop.	Work	with	the	
children	to	make	a	sign	that	will	hang	over	the	shop,	together	with	the	opening	
hours,	and	a	list	of	the	different	kinds	of	bread	and	how	much	each	sort	will	cost.	
Collect	paper	bags	or	provide	a	roll	of	brown	paper	for	packaging	the	bread.	
Make	different	kinds	of	bread	from	play	dough	or	other	materials.	As	a	special	
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treat,	use	real	bread.	Invite	each	class	to	come	and	buy	your	bread.	If	there	are	
parents	in	your	setting	who	work	in	a	bread	shop	or	bakery,	or	who	enjoy	
making	bread,	ask	them	if	they	could	demonstrate	bread-making	for	the	
children.			
	
Draw	attention	to	the	phonic	patterns	
If	you	have	the	rhyme	written	down,	say	the	initial	sounds	b,	s,	w,	and	the	
digraph	ch.	Ask	the	children	to	identify	the	words	beginning	with	these	sounds.		
	
And	here	is	my	version	of	the	story	-		
	
The	Little	Red	Hen	
Little	Red	Hen	lived	on	a	farm.	Every	morning	after	breakfast	she	went	for	a	walk	
round	the	farmyard.	When	she	met	the	other	animals	she	always	greeted	them	
by	saying,''Chook	chook".	
	

“Chook	chook”,	she	said	to	the	goose.	
“Chook	chook”,	she	said	to	the	cat.	
“Chook	chook”,	she	said	to	the	pig.		
	

“Good	morning,	Little	Red	Hen,”	they	said,	and	then	they	went	on	their	way.		
	
One	morning,	it	was	extremely	hot	and	the	farmer	decided	to	cut	the	wheat	in	his	
field.	He	brought	the	wheat	into	his	farmyard	and	put	it	in	the	barn	to	keep	it	dry.	
Little	Red	Hen	noticed	that	some	of	the	grains	of	wheat	had	been	scattered	
around	the	farmyard	and	so	she	scooped	the	grains	up	in	her	beak.	“I	can	grow	
these	and	make	some	delicious	bread	with	them!”	she	thought.	“Will	anyone	help	
me	plant	these	grains	of	wheat?”	she	asked.	But	everyone	seemed	to	be	too	busy.	
	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	goose.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	cat.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	pig.		
	
Little	Red	Hen	shrugged	her	shoulders.	“Very	well,”	she	said,	‘I’ll	have	to	do	it	all	
by	myself.”	And	that’s	exactly	what	she	did.	When	she'd	finished	planting	the	
wheat,	she	asked:	“Will	anyone	help	me	water	the	grains	of	wheat?”	But	
everyone	seemed	to	be	too	busy.	
	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	goose.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	cat.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	pig.		
	
Little	Red	Hen	shrugged	her	shoulders.	“Very	well,”	she	said,	‘I’ll	have	to	do	it	all	
by	myself.”	And	that’s	exactly	what	she	did.	
	
Every	day	Little	Red	hen	watched	her	plants	growing	taller	and	taller.	At	last	the	
ears	of	corn	were	ripe	and	she	decided	it	was	time	to	cut	them.	“Will	anyone	help	
me	cut	the	wheat?”	she	asked.	But	everyone	seemed	to	be	too	busy.	
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	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	goose.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	cat.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	pig.		
	
Little	Red	Hen	shrugged	her	shoulders.	“Very	well,”	she	said,	‘I’ll	have	to	do	it	all	
by	myself.”	And	that’s	exactly	what	she	did.	When	Little	Red	Hen	had	cut	the	
wheat	she	had	to	shake	the	stems	to	loosen	the	grains	of	corn.	“Will	anyone	help	
shake	the	wheat	to	get	the	grains	out?”	she	asked.	But	everyone	seemed	to	be	too	
busy.	
	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	goose.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	cat.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	pig.		
	
Little	Red	Hen	shrugged	her	shoulders.	“Very	well,”	she	said,	‘I’ll	have	to	do	it	all	
by	myself.”	And	that’s	exactly	what	she	did.	She	shook	and	shook	the	wheat	until	
she	had	a	large	pile	of	grain.	“Now,	I	need	to	take	all	this	grain	to	the	miller	so	he	
can	grind	it	into	flour,”	she	said.	“Will	anyone	help	me	put	the	grain	into	a	sack?”	
she	asked.	But	everyone	seemed	to	be	too	busy.	
	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	goose.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	cat.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	pig.		
	
Little	Red	Hen	shrugged	her	shoulders.	“Very	well,”	she	said,	‘I’ll	have	to	do	it	all	
by	myself.”	And	that’s	exactly	what	she	did.	She	carried	the	heavy	sack	to	the	mill	
and	the	miller	ground	the	grains	of	wheat	into	flour.	Little	Red	Hen	took	it	back	
to	the	farm.	"Now,	I'm	going	to	bake	a	beautiful	loaf	of	bread,”	she	said.	“Will	
anyone	help	me	bake	the	bread?”	she	asked.	But	everyone	seemed	to	be	too	busy.	
	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	goose.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	cat.	
	 	 “Not	I,”	said	the	pig.		
	
Little	Red	Hen	shrugged	her	shoulders.	“Very	well,”	she	said,	‘I’ll	have	to	do	it	all	
by	myself.”	And	that’s	exactly	what	she	did.	When	she	took	the	loaf	of	bread	out	
of	the	oven	it	smelled	very	appetising.		
	

“Mmmm”,	said	the	goose.	
“Mmmm”,	said	the	cat.	
“Mmmm”,	said	the	pig.	

	
	
Little	Red	Hen	spread	butter	over	the	bread.	“Now,	who	will	help	me	eat	the	
bread?”	she	said.	

	
“I	will!”	said	the	goose.	
“I	will!”	said	the	cat.	
“I	will!”	said	the	pig.	
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“Oh,	I	don’t	think	so,”	said	Little	Red	Hen.	“None	of	you	helped	me	before,	so	why	
should	I	share	my	loaf	of	bread	with	you?	I’m	going	to	eat	it	all	by	myself.”	And	
that’s	exactly	what	she	did.		
	
Enjoy	the	story	together	
Tell	your	own	version	of	the	story	or	read	this	version	to	the	children,	
encouraging	them	to	join	in	with	the	repeated	phrases,	such	as	Not	I;	I’ll	have	to	
do	it	all	by	myself;	And	that’s	exactly	what	she	did.	If	you	like,	invent	different	
voices	or	accents	for	the	hen,	the	goose,	the	cat	and	the	pig.	If	you're	using	
puppets	(see	below)	choose	four	children	to	hold	the	animal	puppets	and	invite	
them	to	say	their	individual	lines	and	shake	their	heads	when	they	say,	"Not	I".		
	
Visit	a	farm	
If	you	can,	organise	a	visit	to	a	local	farm	where	children	can	see	the	hens	and	
chickens.		
	
Incubate	eggs	and	raise	chickens	
Schools	and	nurseries	can	borrow	an	incubator	and	raise	chickens	from	eggs.	
This	experience	helps	the	children	to	learn	a	variety	of	skills	-	turning	the	eggs	
regularly,	knowing	when	the	chicks	are	ready	to	hatch,	caring	for	the	chicks,	and	
so	on.	Search	the	Internet	for	more	details.		
	
Use	the	visual	images	in	the	story	to	encourage	the	children	to	draw	and	
paint	
Ask	the	children	to	draw	or	paint	their	favourite	part	of	the	story.	Share	the	
drawings	and	paintings	with	the	whole	group.	Make	a	wall	display	of	the	story	
with	speech	bubbles	showing	"Not	I..."	and	read	these	together.		
	
Encourage	writing	
Invite	the	children	to	retell	the	story	in	their	own	words	and	to	illustrate	their	
story.	Share	these	stories	with	the	group	and	put	them	into	a	class	book	so	
everyone	can	read	them	over	and	over	again.		
	
Older	children	could	write	a	letter	to	your	local	supermarket	bakery,	asking	for	
information	about	how	they	make	bread.	This	is	a	good	opportunity	to	show	
children	how	to	set	a	letter	out	(address,	contact	details,	appropriate	endings	-	
eg.	Kind	Regards,	Yours	sincerely,	and	so	on)	and	to	insist	that	the	letter	is	perfect	
in	every	way	because	it's	being	sent	to	a	real	person	who	will	read	it	carefully.		
	
Talk	about	the	use	of	language	
Draw	attention	to	some	of	the	verbs,	adverbs	and	adjectives	used	in	the	story:	
scattered,	scooped,	delicious,	appetising,	extremely	and	the	phrase	shrugged	her	
shoulders.	Encourage	the	children	to	talk	about	the	meaning	of	these	words	and	
to	use	them	in	their	own	re-tellings	of	the	story.	
	
Use	puppets	
Use	hand	puppets	or	make	cardboard	puppets	to	represent	the	Little	Red	Hen,	
the	goose,	the	cat	and	the	pig.	Use	the	puppets	to	help	you	to	tell	the	story	and	
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then	invite	the	children	to	re-enact	the	story	themselves	with	the	puppets.	Older	
children	could	write	their	own	playscript.	
	
Another	story	about	a	hen	is	the	old	tale	of	Henny	Penny	(otherwise	known	as	
Chicken	Licken).	An	acorn	falls	on	her	head	and	she	believes	the	sky	is	falling,	
and	encourages	her	friends	to	go	with	her	to	tell	the	king.	There	are	lots	of	
versions	of	the	story	on	the	internet.		
	
I	chanted	a	rhyme	that	can	be	used	to	accompany	this	story:	
	
Five	little	acorns	bright	and	gay	
Were	dancing	about	on	a	tree	one	day.	
The	wind	came	blowing	through	the	town	
Oooooooo…Oooooooo	
One	little	acorn	came	tumbling	down.	
	
Four	little	acorns	(etc.)	
	
Here	are	some	ideas	to	use	with	the	rhyme:		
	
Chant	Five	little	acorns	together,	inviting	the	children	to	join	in.	Be	dramatic	with	
your	rendering	of	Oooooooo…Oooooooo	because	using	your	voice	expressively	
encourages	the	children	to	have	the	confidence	to	use	their	voices	in	a	similar	
way	when	they	are	joining	in	with	you.		
	
Use	maths	
Choose	five	children	to	stand	at	the	front,	each	with	an	acorn,	and	as	the	acorn	
tumbles,	the	child	can	sit	or	kneel	down.	Each	time,	count	how	many	children	are	
left	standing.		
	
Paint	and	draw	
If	you	are	able	to	go	to	a	park	or	on	to	the	school	playing	field	with	trees,	invite	
the	children	to	draw	their	favourite	tree,	do	bark	rubbings	and	then	paint	their	
tree	when	they	get	back	to	the	classroom.	They	can	also	paint	one	or	two	of	the	
leaves	they	have	brought	back	with	them,	and	then	press	these	on	to	paper	to	
make	a	stencil	of	the	leaf.	Mount	the	paintings	and	put	them	on	the	wall	for	
everyone	to	see.	
	
Read	for	information	
Make	a	collection	of	information	books	about	trees	and	leaves	and	use	these	with	
the	children	to	help	them	to	identify	their	favourite	trees.	Show	the	children	how	
to	use	an	index	and	a	glossary.		
	
Grow	your	own	trees	
In	the	autumn,	collect	acorns	and	other	seeds	from	different	trees	and	plant	
them	in	individual	pots.	Ask	the	children	to	make	a	label	for	their	own	seed.		
	
Draw	attention	to	the	vowel	digraphs	
Look	at	the	rhyme	together	(you	might	want	to	copy	it	on	to	a	whiteboard).	
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Point	out	ay	in	gay	and	day,	and	own	in	town	and	down.	Invite	the	children	to	
suggest	other	words	with	these	endings	(eg.	play,	stay,	hay,	jay,	may,	pay,	say,	
way)	and	(eg.	clown,	gown).		
	
The	Three	Little	Pigs	
We	talked	about	ideas	to	accompany	whichever	version	of	the	story	you	are	
using	with	Year	1	children.		
	
Retell	the	story	
Invite	the	children	to	retell	their	own	version	of	the	story	with	a	dictaphone,	so	
that	it	generates	the	use	of	the	elaborate	literary	language	in	the	story,	
encourages	the	children	to	use	dialogue,	and	helps	them	to	tell	a	story	with	
expression.	
	
Raise	phonic	awareness	
Use	ideas	from	the	I-Spy	book	to	generate	your	own	book	of	initial	sounds	with	a	
wolf	(eg.	'f'	for	'fur;	'w'	for	'whiskers';	't'	for	'tail'	and	so	on).	
	
Develop	writing	techniques	
Encourage	the	children	to	write	to	the	author	of	whichever	story	you	choose	to	
use.		Post	the	letters	and	await	the	replies!	
	
	
David	and	Goliath	-		Year	2	
	
Context		
Those	of	you	who	have	already	shared	this	story	with	children	had	thought	
carefully	about	how	to	introduce	it	and	share	it.	Many	children	are	fascinated	the	
role	of	giants	in	stories,	including	the	giant	Goliath.		
	
You	might	want	to	discuss:		
Who	was	Goliath?	Did	he	want	to	grow	so	tall?	Where	had	he	come	from?	Was	
life	difficult	for	him?	Why	was	he	so	full	of	anger?		
	
Saul	wasn't	a	good	king.	What	are	the	qualities	that	make	a	good	leader?	
Encourage	the	children	to	interview	the	head	and	the	governors	of	your	school.	
What	is	leadership	all	about?	Invite	the	children	to	generate	their	own	questions	
and	record	what	the	adults	say	to	them.		
	
Finally,	I	talked	briefly	about	how	to	begin	learning	a	story.	Here	are	some	ideas	
from	my	students.	
	
• Read	the	story	over	and	over	again	so	it	gets	fixed	in	your	head	and	you	

become	familiar	with	the	events	and	the	characters.	
• Write	the	story	down	word	for	word	so	you	understand	the	structure.	
• Jot	down	a	summary	of	the	story,	or	jot	down	the	key	words,	so	you	

remember	the	main	points.		
• Divide	the	story	into	chunks.	Read	just	the	first	two	lines	and	commit	these	to	
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memory,	then	go	on	to	read	and	remember	the	next	chunk.		
• Do	the	actions	in	your	head.	This	helps	you	to	understand	what	the	

characters	are	doing.	
• Build	pictures	in	your	head	of	what's	happening	so	you	create	a	'mental	

storyboard'.	This	process	of	visualisation	helps	you	to	recall	the	sequence	of	
events	in	the	story.			

• Use	the	five	senses.	Try	to	get	a	clear	picture	in	your	own	mind	of	things	in	
the	story	that	you	can	see,	hear,	taste,	smell	and	touch.	Describing	these	will	
help	the	children	to	use	their	own	sensory	awareness	–	'the	turnip	soup	
smelled	delicious	and	it	tasted	even	better.	It	was	thick	and	sweet	and	juicy'.	

• Tell	the	story	to	yourself	when	you’re	on	your	own	(in	the	car,	perhaps,	or	
when	you’re	relaxing	in	the	bath).	Remember,	practice	makes	perfect.	

	
And	here's	a	little	chant	to	close	your	storytime:	
	
Snip,	snap,	snout...my	story's	told	out		-	and	that's	an	end	to	it.	
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