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The Romero
Catholic Academy
Nurturing the Talent of Tomorrow

Brendan Fawcett

Welcome to our Easter newsletter
Within these pages we can only ever give a flavour of the tremendous
volume of activities that we have seen across our schools this term.
There have been World Book Days, lots
of sporting events, school trips, “Year 4
go camping”, social action events and
of course lots of learning. There have
also been several feast days that are
important for our schools, not least that
of St Oscar Romero, on 24 March
(which incidentally coincided with a set
of confirmations at Corpus Christi).
We congratulate all our young people
across all our schools who have
recently taken, or who are about to
take, their next steps in their personal
journey of spiritual growth.
During the period of Lent, as a Catholic
community, one of the things that we
are encouraged to do is to give alms
and it has been fantastic to see the
efforts that our schools have gone to
this year in supporting their Lenten
Charities.
Nearly £3,000 was raised for the
Birmingham Children’s Hospital
chaplaincy team, which provides
support to children receiving care at the
hospital and their families.
This is in addition to the fundraising
activities that have been taking place
for the Cardinal Wiseman Malawi Trust

and it has been great to see the sixth
form students who will be going out to
Malawi this summer so actively
promoting their cause across our local
communities.
Within this newsletter we’ve also got a
focus on what happens to students as
they are getting ready to leave our
schools and once they do leave our
schools. On page 8 you can read how
two of our current students have won
places on an Oxford University course
this September, whilst on page 6 you
can read how two of our recent students
have started down a different path and
how they are now working as ICT
apprentices within the Romero family.
On page 10 we’ve also got a focus on a
slightly older past pupil as Neil
Marsons tells us about his career as
Global Purchasing Director for JLR as
part of a feature to help launch the
Cardinal Wiseman alumni association,
which we are calling The Wiseman
Connection.
Looking forward, our thoughts and
prayers are extended to all our pupils
who will be undergoing exams and
assessments next term.

We’re committed to improving
outcomes for all our young people and
we trust that the results later in the
year, across all our Key Stages, will
reflect the hard work and effort that
both staff and pupils are expending.
In addition, I wanted to reiterate my
firm belief that our young people’s
success is helped massively through
parental engagement, something that
we as a Board are always looking to
increase. Please discuss with your
schools how this can be improved and
for those already doing so, please
continue to provide that invaluable
support where you can.
Finally, and very importantly, Easter
presents a very timely opportunity to
reflect and I hope that you all take time
to spend it with family and friends
(hopefully with better weather to enjoy).
I wish you all a very Happy and Holy
Easter and we look forward to
welcoming you back for what will
inevitably be a very busy Summer Term.
With very best regards,
Brendan Fawcett
On behalf of the Romero
MAC Board of Directors
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Romero school pupils raise almost
£3,000 to support children's hospital
Schoolchildren from across the Romero Catholic Academy have joined together
to raise almost £3,000 to support young people receiving care in hospital.
Pupils at Corpus Christi, Good Shepherd,
Sacred Heart, St Gregory’s, St John
Fisher, St Patrick’s and Ss Peter and
Paul Catholic Primary Schools have
been working hard to raise funds for the
cause since December last year.
And their efforts led to them raising
£2,949 for Birmingham Children’s
Hospital, which they presented to the
hospital’s chaplaincy team.
The fundraising was led by members of
each school council who came up with a
variety of activities for the children to
take part in - from toy sales and bake
off events to non-uniform and fancy
dress days.
A celebration has now been held to
present the money to the Birmingham
Children’s Hospital chaplaincy team,
which provides support to children
receiving care at the hospital and
their families.
The event welcomed special guests Ruth
Radley, Honorary Chaplain - child and
community lead at Birmingham
Children’s Hospital, and Councillor Kevin
Maton, who congratulated the children
and thanked them for their efforts.

Ruth said: “All of the children have done
incredibly well and we would like to say
a huge thank you to each and every one
of them.
“We never expected them to raise so
much money, and all of the funds
will make a huge difference to those
receiving care at Birmingham
Children’s Hospital.
“It’s very heart-warming to see children
helping other children, and they’ve
clearly had lots of fun raising the money.
It’s also great to hear how they have
worked together across the Academy to
raise such a significant amount.”
Stephanie Gordon, learning mentor at Ss
Peter and Paul Catholic Primary School,
said: “We are very proud of the children
for all their work to raise funds for the
Birmingham Children’s Hospital
chaplaincy team.
“All of the schools have had children
who have been treated at the hospital,
so our annual fundraising initiative
seemed the perfect way for us to give
something back.

“The chaplaincy team does an excellent
job in providing support and holding
family activities for those at the hospital,
and we were very pleased to welcome
Ruth to hear more about their work
and present the funds raised by
the schools.”
Patrick Taggart, Academy Business
Director, added: “Community
engagement and support is a very
important part of our academy and
helping our 3,500 pupils to support their
communities and those in need plays a
big part in their education.
“Preparing our pupils to be good
citizens is one of our key aims and we
are delighted to help the hospital in the
incredible work they carry out for
children and their families.”
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IT Apprentices
Cardinal Wiseman school
is nurturing the careers of
two of its former students
after it employed them as
ICT apprentices once they
finished their studies.
Ben Allsopp (front) and Amir Delic-Saracevic (back).
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Ben Allsopp and Amir Delic-Saracevic,
both 19, have been taken on by Cardinal
Wiseman Catholic School.
Both showed great interest and skill in
ICT during their time at Cardinal
Wiseman - and the school has shown
faith in their abilities by employing them
as ICT apprentices.
Ben and Amir work as network
infrastructure technicians within
Cardinal Wiseman and deal with any
technical issues within the school’s ICT
infrastructure that may arise.
Amir, who went to Good Shepherd
Catholic Primary School, another
school from the academy, before
joining Cardinal Wiseman in Year 7,
said he is delighted to be working at
the school he once attended.
He said: “Once I finished sixth form,
I began to look for apprenticeships as
I wanted to pursue a career in IT.
“I spoke to the head of sixth form,
Richard Kingshott, to see if he knew
the best people to contact about it. He
put me in touch with Romero’s
business director Patrick Taggart who
advised that we were advertising for
ICT apprentices.
“I was given an interview, and was
offered a job at Cardinal Wiseman.
I was so pleased.

“I loved being a pupil here but now I’m
one of the staff. Everyone made me feel
welcome right away. I’m also very
grateful to Richard who helped put me
on the right track.”
Ben, who joined Cardinal Wiseman
Catholic School as a sixth-former,
was encouraged by the Head of ICT
and business studies Mandip Marwaha
to do some casual work over the
summer in 2018 - just after he
finished his studies.
Ben’s work impressed his fellow
staff members, and he expressed
his interest in doing an apprenticeship
in ICT.
“I wanted to get working right away
instead of going off to university, so an
apprenticeship was a natural move
for me,” Ben said.
“So when I was told Cardinal Wiseman
was recruiting I jumped at the chance
to apply.

“I’m really enjoying the
apprenticeship so far,
and I’d recommend it
to anyone with an
interest in ICT.”

Patrick Taggart, business director of
Romero Catholic Academy, said he was
delighted with the progress Ben and
Amir have made.
He added: “We’re really keen at The
Romero Catholic Academy to support
our pupils and students in whatever
they want to do in life. We educate our
students from age two to 19 and it is
great to be able to offer them exciting
job opportunities as well. We have
appointed students into ICT, Sports
and Teaching based apprentices and
some of our students return as
teachers once they have completed
their degrees.
“Amir and Ben were both excellent ICT
students, and it made perfect sense to
offer them apprenticeships.
“They’ve taken to the role brilliantly
and it’s a pleasure to have them as staff
members here. We hope it’s the start
of a long and successful career for both
of them.”
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Oxford welcomes two Wiseman students
Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School is experiencing a double celebration
after two students received places at the University of Oxford.
Daisy Meade, 18, and Franceska
Tchapeu, 17, will be the first in their
families to be accepted to the
prestigious university.
Daisy, from Binley, is set to study
economics and management, while
Franceska, from Henley Green, will
study medicine.
They received support with their
applications and interviews through the
school’s excellence programme, which
aims to inspire pupils to apply to
Russell Group universities and support
them with the process.

Daisy added: “It’s been years of hard
work leading up to this, but I was still
surprised to be accepted.

places on two very competitive
courses, they have both done
extremely well.

“It’s an excellent opportunity to
be taught by such excellent
academic minds.”

“They both fully participated in
all aspects of school life, not just
the academic side, so it is very
well-deserved.

Tom Leverage, Principal of Cardinal
Wiseman Catholic School, said it was
fantastic to see two students being
offered places at Oxford - consistently
rated as one of the best universities in
the world.
He said: “I would like to congratulate
Daisy and Franceska on being offered

“Our excellence programme was
launched less than two years ago to
inspire pupils to set the bar high and go
on to be successful young adults, and it
is fantastic to see that two students
have already received places at
Oxbridge universities.”

Franceska, who is also head girl at
Cardinal Wiseman, said: “I was so
shocked to find out that I had been
accepted into Oxford, it’s a dream
come true.
“I received a huge amount of support
from the school, especially with mock
interview practice. I’m now looking
forward to being among some of the
most able students as I go on to
higher education.”

Tom Leverage, Principal of Cardinal Wiseman Catholic
School, with Franceska Tchapeu and Daisy Meade.
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Success for Romero at swimming gala
Primary school children from the Romero Catholic
Academy have been showing off their swimming
skills at an annual contest.
The Coventry Catholic Sports
Association Swimming Gala was
held for schools from the east side
of the city in March.
The event was held at Coventry Sports
and Leisure Centre and saw children
from eight schools making a splash in
individual, distance and relay races.
Pupils from Years 4, 5 and 6 took part in
the competition and were supported by
their classmates and school staff as
well as a record number of parents and
family members who went along to
cheer on the children.
It was St John Fisher Catholic Primary
School who triumphed in first place,
with Corpus Christi Catholic Primary
School coming in a close second.
Rhye Parry, PE and Wellbeing
Co-ordinator at The Romero
Catholic Academy, praised the efforts of
all the pupils who took part in the gala:
“A big well done to all of the children
who took part in the swimming gala,
they did extremely well.

He said: “All of the children got into the
spirit of the event, cheering on their
classmates, and it was fantastic to see
so many spectators come along to
show their support.
“Swimming is a very important skill
and at Romero we look to give our
children a well-rounded education,
which includes an aim to have them all
being able to swim by Year 6.

Pictured above: Rhye Parry, PE and
Wellbeing Co-ordinator at The Romero
Catholic Academy, (back row, centre),
with children and staff from St John Fisher
Catholic Primary School which triumphed
in the competition.

“The children were given the
opportunity of preparing for the gala
by having swimming practice at our
pool at Cardinal Wiseman Secondary
School and many said it had proved
really helpful.
“The gala is a very popular event which
is enjoyed year on year, and huge
congratulations goes to St John Fisher
Catholic Primary School on their win.”
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The
Wiseman
Connection
Neil Marsons
Global Purchasing
Director
Chassis, Supply Chain Design &
Global Sourcing Strategy at
Jaguar Land Rover

Neil is accountable for chassis
systems and commodities
across all Jaguar and Land
Rover vehicles. In addition, he
is accountable for all supply
chain design activity for Jaguar
Land Rover, ensuring all
inbound value chains to
Jaguar Land Rover are
designed and optimised to
deliver world-class levels of
performance. Neil is also
globally responsible for the
strategic sourcing direction of
Jaguar Land Rover.
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School life
Neil grew up in Bell Green, Coventry,
and attended Good Shepherd Catholic
Primary School before progressing to
Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School
where he was until taking his GCSEs in
1996. He followed in the footsteps of his
mother and father who also went to
Cardinal Wiseman, with his younger
sister Marie and a number of cousins
also attending the school.
Neil said: “I would describe my time at
Cardinal Wiseman as the best years of
my life. I made lots of good friends,
many of which I’m still in contact with
today, and I learnt a lot - not just from
an educational perspective, but also
about life.
“I mixed with a very diverse group of
people from different parts of the city
and there was a lot of sport and
socialising, but it was tough.
There was a good atmosphere in the
school, however it was very much
focused on hard work - but at the end of
the day you get out what you put in and I
had a truly enjoyable experience at
Cardinal Wiseman.
“My favourite subject was business
studies. When I was at school all of the
girls wanted to be a model and all of
the boys wanted to be a footballer, and I
remember saying I wanted to be a
production manager at a car company
which was quite a strange ambition for
a 14-year-old lad.
“At the time my dad and my uncle
worked at Massey Ferguson and I did
work experience there when I was at
Wiseman but I wasn’t over enamoured
with tractors - I preferred cars. I had
my heart set on getting into the
automotive industry at an early age.”
Looking back at his fondest memories
of the school, Neil recalled a religious
retreat to Stratford in Year 10 and an
end of year show in Year 11 in which he
and his friends performed a Take That
tribute as well as an Oasis solo.
Speaking about the support he received
from the school, Neil added: “The
school definitely helped give me clarity
of thought in terms of the career path I
wanted to take. It put me in good stead
for the future through the education
and environment it provided.

“A lot of people at the school wanted
me to stay and complete my A-levels
after my GCSEs, but I wanted to do an
apprenticeship. Even after I’d formally
left, there were still quite a few
discussions on whether I should stay
and make my transition into industry
at a later date.
“Those discussions demonstrated
the pastoral care from the school
and showed that even after leaving,
everyone wanted the best for me
and my future.”

Career
Neil left Cardinal Wiseman at 16 and
was offered a number of
apprenticeships in and around the area.
He chose a three-year commercial
apprenticeship at Dunlop in Coventry a component supplier into the
automation industry.
It saw him take on a variety of tough
jobs on the shop floor and attend
college one day a week. He completed
an ONC, an NVQ Level 2 in both
business and engineering and an NVQ 3
in business, before completing a Higher
National Certificate, which is the
equivalent of half a degree.
Neil said: “When I finished my
apprenticeship, I started my degree
three nights a week at Coventry
University. Thereafter I moved to the
Rover Group, which latterly became MG
Rover, which Dunlop was a supplier to.
I worked in Longbridge, in Birmingham,
and it was the start of the next level of
my career.
“I worked in launching new cars,
logistics, manufacturing and also in
purchasing. It was fantastic for me really hard work, but I learnt an awful
lot. Sadly that company went bust in
2005 and I was there right to the end.
It was a career-defining moment for
me, a young lad at 25-years-old and I’d
just been made the youngest manager
in Rover at the time.
“It actually turned out to be a big
opportunity for me as I went to work for
Honda, in Swindon, and thereafter I
worked at Rolls-Royce Aerospace in
Derby and Nottingham in various
different disciplines. I did a Master’s
Degree in Engineering Business
Management at Warwick University and
travelled the world as part of my job.”

Neil joined Jaguar Land Rover in 2012
as a senior purchasing manager where
he was in charge of buying every interior
of every Jaguar and Land Rover vehicle.
He said: “I was in charge of around
£1.8 billion worth of spend and a team
of about 60 people. In 2015 I was
promoted to a director and took on
a number of different responsibilities
and areas.
“I now look after the purchasing of all
of the chassis components for the
vehicles manufactured everywhere in
the world. I also look after the supply
chain design which is about making
sure that wherever we build cars we
have the most cost effective and lean
supply chains.
“It’s amazing that a young lad from
Bell Green has managed to work his
way up to a senior position in such a
big globally-renowned company. It just
shows that no matter your background
you can succeed, and Cardinal
Wiseman helped me get where I am
today. I feel very privileged and very
proud of that fact.”

Advice to current pupils
Neil said: “The biggest piece of
advice that I could give anyone
would be to work hard, but it also
helps if you’re passionate about
something. I often speak to our
graduates about the cocktail of
success - passion will only get you
so far, but when you have passion
and hard work, then you’ve got
the cocktail for success.”
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New library opens at Corpus Christi
A brand new library designed to make children fall in
love with reading was opened at a Corpus Christi
Catholic Primary School on World Book Day.
Pupils were dressed as their favourite
characters from the world of literature
as the new library was officially opened.
A ribbon in the entrance to the library
was cut by Assistant Vice-Principal Zoe
Pollard, who led the project to
transform the school’s old library into a
vibrant space for reading and learning.

Charlotte Miller, Vice Principal at
Corpus Christi, said it was essential the
pupils had a library they were genuinely
excited to use.
She said: “Children have so many
distractions these days – reading can
often take a back seat in their lives.

And the ribbon-cutting was broadcast
live into the school hall during a special
assembly so all the pupils could see the
new library.

“But reading is a life skill and we
wanted to promote reading as much as
we could. This new library is about
getting children to love reading and
embrace it.

The library had been kept covered and
none of the pupils knew what it was
going to look like. They were very
excited to see the finished library.

“Zoe was the driving force behind the
library’s transformation, and she’s
done a fantastic job. We’re so proud of
the new space and design.

The launch was supported by Coventry
City Council’s Library Service, which
provided drones to get aerial footage
from inside the library on the day, and
also promoted Coventry’s libraries
service during the assembly.

“The children were so excited to see
their brand new library. It was lovely to
see the looks on their faces as they saw
it for the first time. We hope they all
enjoy using it for years to come.”
Zoe had the idea to transform the
library into a space the pupils would
really enjoy around three months ago.

To begin with, the school’s pupils were
asked which characters they loved most
from books they had read.
Artists hired by the school then
decorated the walls of the library with
paintings of the children’s suggestions
after the school was provided with
paints by art suppliers GreatArt.

Romero News

Characters on the walls included
Hagrid from Harry Potter, Dr Seuss’s
The Cat in the Hat, and Alice and the
White Rabbit from Alice in Wonderland.
Although bright new furniture was
bought for the library, much of the
work was done by staff themselves to
save money.
Coventry City Council’s Library Services
collected and repurposed the school’s
old books to make way for new ones
bought by the school’s PTFA (parents
teachers and friends association).
The association had raised £2,000 for
the new books, which was then
matched by the school itself.
Patrick Taggart, Academy Business
Director of the Romero Catholic
Academy, was delighted with the
new library.
“Corpus Christi’s pupils now have a
fantastic new space in which to enjoy
reading and lose themselves in their
imaginations,” he said.
“Zoe and all staff at Corpus Christi
have worked so hard on this project,
and it’s the children who will really
benefit. We’d like to thank GreatArt
and Coventry Library Services for
their support.
“We wish to foster a love of reading at
every Romero school, and this new
library is a brilliant example of giving
our children as much encouragement
as possible to pick up a book instead of
being tempted by other distractions.”
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Words key at Ss Peter and Paul
Ss Peter and Paul Catholic Primary School held a
World Book Day celebration with a difference by putting
their own spin on the annual event.
The school held a vocabulary themed
World Book Day event, with children
and staff taking inspiration from
individual words.
Children dressed as words ranging
from illuminate, artistic, wizard, knight
and aquarium with teachers and staff
also getting involved in the fun,
dressing as words including
‘contagious’, ‘fragile’ and ‘safari’.
Some also took a more traditional
route, transforming themselves into
their favourite characters from popular
children’s books.
The school held a variety of events
throughout the day including work
around storybook extracts, a picture
hunt, vocabulary bingo and an Alice in
Wonderland tea party.

Lauren Davies, English Lead and Year 6
teacher at the school, said:
“We celebrate World Book Day every
year, but this year we wanted to make
our event a little different and focus
on vocabulary.

Pictured above: Lauren Davies,
English Lead and Year 6 teacher
at Ss Peter and Paul Catholic
Primary School, with some of
the children dressed up to
celebrate World Book Day.

inspire the children and grow their
love of reading.

“The children came up with some
incredibly creative costumes based
around a whole host of different words.

“It was also excellent to be able to
celebrate the day using our newly
upgraded library which was made
possible thanks to a number of our
children and staff completing a Wolf
Run event to raise £800 to purchase
new books and complete the work.

“It’s our year of reading at the school,
and it is also a priority for us as an
academy, so we really wanted to

“We’re now looking forward to our
Romero Literary Festival which is
taking place in the summer term. ”
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Wiseman praised in RE inspection
Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School has been praised for its Religious
Education provisions following a rigorous two-day inspection.
The school achieved a rating of ‘good’ in
an Archdiocese of Birmingham section
48 inspection report focusing on
Catholic education.
It was ranked as good in all three
categories, including Catholic life,
Religious Education (RE) and
collective worship.
The report describes the school as
having leaders and governors who have
‘an exceptionally strong vision for the
core purpose of Catholic education,
which is promoted in all aspects of
school life’.
It adds that ‘the physical environment,
policies and practices of the school are
proudly Catholic’ and ‘standards in
Religious Education are good and its
curriculum is designed to secure
effective outcomes for all pupils’.
Inspectors spoke with pupils, staff
members, leaders and governors
during the visit in November, with
the report now being released to
the school.

Tom Leverage, Principal of Cardinal
Wiseman Catholic School, said:
“The report recognises the strengths
we have as a school community and
demonstrates our values, showing that
pupils receive a broad education which
has a strong focus on Catholic life.
“It is excellent to see that inspectors
saw pupils are proud of the school and
live by our school motto that our
everything is done with Christ placed
at the centre.
“The report also recognises that we
have significantly rejuvenated the
standards and expectations across the
school and that staff members are
positive role models for our pupils.
“The inspection is an extra layer of
rigour applied to all faith schools,
and we are extremely pleased with
the results.
“Our achievements are recognised by
parents year on year, which can be
seen through our growing pupil
numbers which we expect to further
increase in the next academic year.”

Helen Quinn, Catholic Senior Executive
Leader at the Romero Catholic
Academy, added: “To achieve ‘good’
in all areas comes with hard work,
determination, time and patience.
It was a very proud yet humbling
experience to hear a group of
inspectors talk so passionately and
positively about the school.
“The inspection team was able to gain
a good understanding about Cardinal
Wiseman as a faith community and
more importantly how this translates
into the opportunities for students and
their attitudes in belonging to a
Catholic school.
“The strength of Catholic life, high
standards in RE and the quality of
Collective worship were all captured
during the inspection. I would like to
congratulate the whole team of staff
at Cardinal Wiseman on this
wonderful achievement.”
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Great Fire of London
comes to Sacred Heart
History came to life at
Sacred Heart Catholic
School as children
dressed up in period
clothing and learned all
about the Great Fire of
London thanks to a
specialist history
teaching company.
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Year Two pupils from Sa
cred Heart with History
Off The Page teacher
Jonathan Ward (back ro
w, right)

Year Two pupils at the school were
visited by ‘History Off The Page’ - a
teaching company which visits schools
to provide fun, practical lessons about a
variety of historical topics.
The children enjoyed re-enacting what
life would have been like on Pudding
Lane - where the fire started - in 1666.
In the morning, the pupils tried
their hands at various trades common
to London at the time, including
candle making, haberdashery and
bread baking.
Later in the afternoon, the fire was
simulated through the use of a smoke
machine while pupils had to try and tear
down ‘debris’ and find legal documents
to help start rebuilding the city.
The pupils were helped on the day by
sixth formers from Cardinal Wiseman
Catholic School who are studying
history themselves.

Phase Leader of Year One and Two,
Lauren Roberts, felt the day was a great
way to engage the children in their
studies in a unique way.
She said: “We have a thematic
curriculum at Sacred Heart, which
means our pupils focus on a particular
topic, such as the Great Fire of London,
across several subjects. We’ve covered
it in history, geography, English and
science.
“We always like to try and incorporate
days like this for the Year Two pupils
around three times a year if we can.

And Sacred Heart’s Principal Paul
Madia said a day like this was an
example of a ‘wow day’ – where the
school puts on special lessons which
the children will remember for a long
time.
“We try to end topics covered in our
curriculum with a special day like this,”
he said.
“History Off The Page did a brilliant job
of keeping the children engaged
throughout the whole day – they were
fantastic.

“Getting History Off The Page in was
brilliant - the children almost didn’t
realise they were in a history lesson as
they were having so much fun.

“At Sacred Heart, we feel it’s very
important to not only have regular,
high-quality lessons, but to have days
which are a little different which stay in
our pupil’s memories.

“They loved dressing up for the day,
and the variety of activities meant
every child found something interesting
to do.”

“Practical lessons really make the topic
come alive for the children, and they
give them an opportunity to explore
learning in a much more creative way.”

Romero News

|

Spring 2019

18

Schools join forces on knife crime

Pictured above: Alison
Cope (centre) joins
Andrea Sherratt,
Principal of St
Patrick’s Catholic
Primary School, and
Alasdair Black,
Headteacher at Moat
House Primary School,
and children from the

St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School has joined together with a neighbouring
school to teach pupils about the dangers of knife crime and the importance
of making the right choices after a tragedy in their community.
St Patrick’s partnered with Moat House
Primary School in Wood End to
welcome anti-violence campaigner
Alison Cope to hold workshops with
both children and parents.
The events were prompted after 16year-old Jayden James was fatally
stabbed in the area of the two schools.
Alison, whose son Joshua Ribera was
murdered in 2013 in Birmingham at the
age of 18, works to share the story of
her son’s life and educate young people
about the consequences of youth
violence.
She delivered powerful workshops to
Year 5 and 6 children at the two primary
schools to teach them about the
dangers of knife crime, making the
right choices and what actions they can
take if someone they know is armed
with a knife or other weapon.
Alison also spoke about her son, who
despite making some bad choices in
life, went on to become the youngest
unsigned grime artist to have a number
one album but died after being stabbed
in the heart.
She then delivered a hard-hitting
workshop to parents to raise
awareness of youth crime, teach them

what signs to look for and advise them
on how to address any issues.
Alison said: “It’s very rewarding to visit
schools to deliver such crucial
messages and share my story to help
prevent knife crime in the future. It is
excellent to see St Patrick’s and Moat
House working together to address an
important community issue.
“The sessions for the children were all
about teaching them to make the right
choices while pitching it at a level
which doesn’t scare them, whereas the
parents’ session was a lot harderhitting and went into more depth to
raise their awareness of the issues.
“The children were very engaged and
asked some insightful questions, and I
hope to return to the schools in the
future when some of the younger
children have progressed into Years 5
and 6.”
Andrea Sherratt, Principal of St
Patrick’s Catholic Primary School
which is part of the Romero Catholic
Academy, said: “We decided to
organise the workshops after what
happened to Jayden in the area around
our two schools.

“We wanted to join together to support
the children and educate them about
the dangers of knife crime, equipping
them with the skills to make the right
choices and also teach them important
lessons about safety.
“Alison has dealt with the death of her
son and very much spoke from the
heart. She delivered a powerful
message about the implications of
carrying a knife and the effects it could
have not only on the individual but also
their family members.”
Alasdair Black, Headteacher at Moat
House Primary School, added: “The
workshops were a very good way to
form links between the two
neighbouring schools and provided us
with an opportunity to learn side by
side.
“Alison delivered some important
messages to the children, while using
examples that they could relate to such
as video games.
“The workshops are tailored to the
individuals taking part and were
pitched at exactly the right level for our
Year 5 and 6 children, and it was also
excellent to be able to involve some of
our parents who took part in a
separately tailored workshop.”
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Kevin Shakespeare

Steve McCarthy

Andy McConville

Principal update
The Board of Directors in partnership with the Local Academy Committee
appointed Andy McConville to the post of Principal for Good Shepherd.
We are delighted to welcome Andy to
the school and we know that you will all
warmly welcome him to our community
of faith. Andy will officially take up the
post as Principal on 1st September.
However, as part of a supportive
transition, Andy will join Romero in the
summer, starting on June 2nd.
Michelle Ashley, will continue to be
accountable for Good Shepherd until
31st August, then Andy McConville will
take up post and accountability from
1st September.
Kevin Shakespeare will be taking up the
post of Executive Principal over Ss
Peter and Paul and Corpus Christi for
the Summer term. He will officially join
Corpus Christi as Principal on 1st
September. It is wonderful for Kevin,
after five years leadership of Ss Peter
and Paul school community, to leave
the school in a strong position.

This was demonstrated in a wonderful
Ofsted report and overall judgement of
‘Good’. Congratulations Kevin!
Steve McCarthy has lead Corpus Christi
from September and he has done a
wonderful job to date leading the
community of faith.
Steve’s Secondment was extended in
October and it comes to an end in April
2019. We are extremely grateful to
Steve, St Marie’s in Rugby and Dominic
the Headteacher for their generosity
and understanding of the ‘common
good’ in allowing us to second him to
the role of Principal.

Steve has steadied the school until a
substantive Principal could be found.
His presence was definitely evident in
the recent parent survey who were very
positive about the changes he had
made and the relationships he has
forged in the school community.
Thank you Steve!
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Farmvention
competition win
Five innovative St John Fisher schoolgirls went to the
Houses of Parliament to showcase a new British snack
they designed after winning a national competition.
Year 5 pupils Mariam James, Maria Rogala, Amelia Ryl, Annvi Saji and Lena Vallayil, entered
the National Farmers’ Union (NFU) Education competition called ‘Farmvention’.
Entrants were tasked with either designing a new British snack, a tractor of the future, or a new
environment for a flock of 100 hens. Participants were also split into age groups - Key Stage 1,
Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2.
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The girls opted to enter the snack
competition, and their product,
‘Fruity Flow’, was chosen ahead of more
than 1,000 other entries across the
country as the winner in the Upper Key
Stage 2 category.
Their victory meant they went to the
Houses of Parliament for the grand
final, where they just missed out on
being the overall winner of the
competition among all nine categories.
However, professional chef Idris
Caldora will visit St John Fisher in the
near future to help the pupils develop
Fruity Flow even further.
The girls were praised by Coventry
North East MP Colleen Fletcher, who
visited the school to present them with a
certificate in a special assembly.
Speaking at the time, she said:
“These five girls have shown real
aptitude to win ahead of so many others
- it’s a wonderful achievement.

“And it’s a brilliant example of girls
getting into science, which we are really
trying to encourage at the moment.
“It will be lovely for them to come down
to my place of work - the Houses of
Parliament - and show off Fruity Flow
in the grand final. They are a credit to
their school and to their city - I’ve got
my fingers crossed they go on to win
the whole competition.”
Jennie Devine, of NFU Education based
at Stoneleigh Park in Warwickshire, also
attended the assembly.
She said Farmvention was designed to
encourage children to think about
where their food comes from, as well as
encouraging children to participate in
science, technology, engineering and
maths (STEM).
She and other NFU Education judges
rated the entries and found Fruity Flow
really stood out.

Jennie said: “They really went to town
with it - we were just so impressed with
how much enthusiasm and skill went
into their entry.
“Although the judging wasn’t easy, we
felt Fruity Flow really stood out from
the rest. The five girls truly deserved
their place in the grand final.”
Linda Edge, Vice Principal of St John
Fisher, added: “We’re so delighted for
the girls. Their hard work in this
competition really paid off.
“We really encourage girls at St John
Fisher and across the Romero Catholic
Academy to get involved with STEM
subjects, and Farmvention was a great
way to do this.
“They’ve done themselves proud, and
they really enjoyed their trip to the
Houses of Parliament.”
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The Romero
Catholic Academy
Nurturing the Talent of Tomorrow

We are a multi-academy company comprised of the following individual schools/academies:

Cardinal Wiseman
Catholic School

Corpus Christi
Catholic Primary School

Good Shepherd
Catholic Primary School

Part of The Romero Catholic Academy

Part of The Romero Catholic Academy

Part of The Romero Catholic Academy

SS Peter & Paul
Catholic Primary School

Sacred Heart
Catholic Primary School

St Gregory’s
Catholic Primary School

Part of The Romero Catholic Academy

Part of The Romero Catholic Academy

Part of The Romero Catholic Academy

St Patrick’s
Catholic Primary School

St John Fisher
Catholic Primary School

Blue Sky

Part of The Romero Catholic Academy

Part of The Romero Catholic Academy

The Romero Catholic Academy
C/o Cardinal Wiseman Catholic School
Potters Green Road
Coventry CV2 2AJ

Teaching School Alliance

Email: office@romero.coventry.sch.uk
Telephone: 02476 451888
www.romeromac.com

